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Mark’s Musings
`
I had an intensely serious seminary professor of systematic theology who
once asked me, “Mr. Thurman, I think you need to choose what profession you wish to pursue:
comedy or ministry.” I replied, “Why can’t I do both?” I somehow managed to pass that class
anyway and went on to graduate. And I believe I have managed to comfortably and (mostly)
appropriately merge the two. So, it’s no surprise that I enjoy regular viewings of stand-up
comedians performing live on Netflix: Oswald Patton, Maria Banford, Dave Chapell, Wanda Sykes,
Jim Gaffigan, Brian Regan… I could go on and on. Most recently, I watched a new special from the
comedian, Jeff Foxworthy, his first solo in 24 years. You might know him as the fella with the tag
line, “You know you’re a redneck if…” On this most current special, he’s celebrating his status as a
new grandfather and entering now into his senior years becoming naturally a little nostalgic of what
he calls ‘The good ol’ days.’ For example, he jokes, ‘Remember the good ol’ days when you played
sports in school but if you wanted a trophy you had to finish in first place?’
The reason I’m bringing this up is that I have a box of about 50 or so remaining Compact Discs (do
you remember the good ol’ days of CDs?) of a recording I made with a fellow minister friend of
mine who accompanies me on piano and guitar while I sing some of my favorite hymns and church
songs. It’s called A Life in the Day, a musical reflection of the Christian spiritual journey from
birth/baptism to life, and death, and life beyond. Ten songs, some newer and some old classics. It
was recorded almost 25 years ago in a recording studio in the tiny town of Farmersville, Texas, and
has a photo of me and my paternal grandfather on the cover, and on the back side, how I looked in
1999 with a lot more hair. If you’re interested in purchasing some, and still have a CD device to play
them on, they sell for the bargain basement price of $15, and I’ll share half the proceeds of each
sale with the church, deposited in the general budget.
I have my own fond memories of the good ol’ days of that recording. That said, though, I mostly
agree with the talented singer Carly Simons who reminds us that ‘These (times we’re living in right
now) are the good ol’ days.’ And I’m happy to be living them with all of you,
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Pastor Mark

GOOD NEWS! United Methodist Women internationally have rebranded ourselves. We’ve changed our name to United
Women in Faith. So, our church’s unit is now called Green Mountain United Women in Faith.
We have officially resumed our monthly breakfast meetings beginning in April at the same location, International House of
Pancakes (IHOP), 389 South Wadsworth Blvd in the Lakewood City Commons shopping center (SouthEast corner of Wadsworth
Blvd & Alameda Ave).

Please note that we have changed our meeting day to the 1st Thursday of each month and also the time has changed to
8:30 a.m. We welcome all women, men, and children to join us for our breakfast meeting at IHOP. There’s room for you at
the table, so please join us at IHOP. If you would like a ride, please contact Brenda Bronson at (303) 941-7634.
Hope to see you at 8:30 a.m. on the 1st Thursday of the month!
Anna Myers, Carolynn Wrapp, Brenda Bronson, ClaraLou Humphrey, Ann Topliff, Phyllis Wittrup, & Barb Stoddard

Green Mountain United Women in Faith
Sunrise Breakfast
Thursday, May 5, 2022
8:30 a.m. IHOP-Lakewood City Commons

Bobbi's Blessing Box
Bobbi's Blessing Box continues to serve our community. Outreach/Church &
Society is supporting it with funds from Coralee Brown and shopping by
Mary Bloomstran. Thanks to all who continue to add to it as you are able.
Mary has set up a box in the coat closet where you can add donations that
might not fit in the box at the time you bring them. Especially if you buy large
volumes of certain items, they might not all be needed in the box at once.
Here is a list of items that seem to be favorite:
Macaroni and Cheese
Ramen/Cup o Noodles
Peanut Butter
Canned Meats - Tuna, Chicken (or in packets), any type
Soups - condensed and regular
Crackers
Dry Pasta
Milk - Dry or in a Carton (refrigerate after opening)
Spaghetti Sauce
Sugar
Salsa
Flour
Cereal
Coffee
Oats
Tea
Meals in a Can - Sloppy Joe, Manwich, Spaghetti & Meatballs,
Salt/Pepper
Ravioli
Seasoning Packets
Rice
Snacks - single serving crackers, fruit snacks, pop corn
Beans - dry, canned, refried
Jell-O - Gelatin and Pudding
Canned Vegetables - favorites Green Beans, Corn, Tomatoes,
Salad Dressing
Potatoes
BBQ Sauce
Fruit - canned and single snack packs
Candies
Packets of Meals - Au Gratin Potatoes, Stroganoff, Hamburger
Thank you, Donna Bunger
Helper, Skillet Meals
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Action Center Donations and Volunteer Opportunities
The Action Center is now taking all seasonal clothing donations and also donations of blankets and linens as well as non-perishable food. Visit their
website for donation drive thru times.
The Action Center is always in need of volunteers, and you can sign up for just 3 hours at a time. Visit their website to find out about opportunities to
volunteer in the clothing bank and food distribution. https://theactioncenter.org/get-involved/

MARSHALL FIRE RECOVERY

Below is the link for Marshall Fire Recovery Website for those interested in assisting those in need:
https://www.bouldercounty.org/disasters/wildfires/marshall/

Come join the fun and make beautiful music 
Bellissimo Handbell Group is looking for some new ringers. We
practice on Wednesdays, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. No experience
is needed, we’ll teach you everything you need to know! We’d
love to have you join us.
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I would like to start putting the MAY-AUGUST Dinner for Eight groups together. This process takes time and I need your help. Please let
your current Team Leader or me know if you would like to continue participating, rejoin, or leave DINNER for 8.
IF YOU ARE NEW to GMUMC, we meet once a month at a local restaurant to dine and socialize. It is a great way to get to know others
from our church. Each group has 7 or 8 people, with a mixture of couples, singles, and occasionally their children. The Team Leader and
members of each group decide what days, times, and places work best for them and set up each dinner together. It is also a good
opportunity to try new cuisines or suggest your favorite foods or restaurants, and enjoy an evening of Fellowship, especially now that the
restaurants are opening up again.
New groups are formed every four months, giving you the chance to get to know more people. If you are interested in trying out or
joining DINNER for EIGHT, or you have questions about what we do or how it works, contact Darline Bowland at
darlinebowland@gmail.com or 303-987-1219.

A gentle reminder that GMUMC benefits from
online purchases made on Amazon by
designating GMUMC as charity when you
shop at smile.amazon.com.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0534933

Habitat for Humanity has long been a vital service
project at GMUMC. We are currently in need of
someone to represent our church with Jeffco
Interfaith Partners to serve as our liaison for
communication, building projects and fundraising
efforts. A huge thank you to Mark and Lori Osborn
for their outstanding leadership in this position in
recent years! Please contact Mary Bloomstran with
questions or for more info or the church office at
303-989-3727.
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Fundraising Bricks

Cedar Hill Community Garden
at Green Mountain United Methodist Church
(part of Denver Urban Gardens (DUG) community gardens)
The garden is always unlocked, so please feel free to visit anytime.
“Planting seeds for the future.”
Jean Arnold, Outreach and Garden Liaison

The vision: Feeding our community. “I hope that time spent in the
garden can grow not only sustainable food but a community from
diverse people and foster a sense of place that brings peace.” Lori Osborn

Lori Osborn and Jean Arnold will be in contact with you if
you have not provided the “words” you want on your
bricks. We will be ordering bricks for delivery a few weeks
before they are to be installed. If you have not ordered a
brick but have been meaning to do so – it’s not too late.
Contact Lori Osborn.
You can order bricks at any time to support the garden.
The bricks will be installed once the heavy work is done.
Please contact Lori Osborn (lorioho@icloud.com or 303986-8802) to purchase a brick. Order forms are on the
program table outside the Gathering Place.
•
•

$100 per 4 X 8 brick + $10 for clip art.
$200 per 8 X 8 brick + $10 for clip art.

Spring is the time for our annual spring plant sale – along with the choirs. So, watch for more information to come in April. Visit the shade pergola and sit
in the waking garden and watch for those early signs of spring. The pollinator garden is filled with perennials, and you can observe nature’s progress. All
are invited to come into the garden for a respite and to just be – no matter the season.
Garden plots. If you would like a garden plot for the 2022 growing season, please contact co-garden leader Ali Young (mustang.ali@hotmail.com) to be
added to the wait list. Once the wait list reaches 10 people, we will close the list until the 2023 growing season. We expect to have 2-4 plots available in
the 2022 season. Ali is coordinating garden plot assignments.
What we need:
•
•

Garden tools – As you start working in your own garden – or you are downsizing – please think of the Garden and donate your used hand tools,
rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc. Any extra tools will be donated to DUG for other Community Gardens this spring.
Bricks – The brick ongoing fund raiser. We anticipate installing the bricks in the spring/summer now that the fencing, compost bins and shade
pergola are in (see below).Denver Urban Gardens (DUG) Construction. The bricks will be installed by a professional contractor, who met with
Jean Arnold in August 2021. And we can continue to install bricks where we have blanks into the future.

Check out the website (under construction by co-garden leader Stacey Cummins) at:
https://communitygardengmu.wixsite.com/cedarhill
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GMUMC ANNUAL FLOWER SALE MAY 2022
JUST IN TIME FOR MOTHER’S DAY
PICK UP WILL BE
SATURDAY, MAY 7th
Orders to be taken
Sunday, April 24th & Sunday, May 1st
12” Hanging Baskets for $50.
Proceeds benefit the Handbell Choirs,
Chancel Choir, and
the Community Garden
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CHILDREN’S NEWS
MAY
Super exciting Palm Sunday! I purchased 14 books to celebrate Easter Holy Week and only had 4 left at the end of Sunday
School.
A very special shout out to Steven Olson! Steven is one of our youth, who helps with the Children’s Department to be an active
participant in his Christian faith! He helps the children every Sunday with his other youth cohort, Delilah! Steven is also the one
responsible for the festive Eggstravaganza this year (with the help of the whole Olson family)!
Thank you, Steven!!!
We were very excited to revisit the fact that we still have some of the money left from the Coralie Brown Classroom
Improvement Fund! Now that most of the COVID19 mandates have been lifted, we can complete some of the new
developments with the Youth department to inspire and encourage more participants to join in our updated rooms. We will be
having a meeting with Youth, Head of Church Council, Pastor Mark, and myself on Sunday, April 24th, to solidify the plans. We
are so fortunate to have had Steve Walden begin this project and we would like to see it move forward!
As many of you know, my niece and nephew have always been very special to me. I also kind of love my sister and her
husband too. My brother-in-law was offered a job in Lincoln, NE, working as the State Director of the Farm Services Agency
(FSA) under Secretary Vilsack working for President Biden. My parents and I have talked for many years of moving closer to
them but didn’t want to live in a smaller town. So, when he was offered this job in the city, we knew the time was right. Over
my spring break, I applied for jobs in Lincoln and Omaha and was hired pretty quickly. So, I will be working as a 2nd grade
teacher in a Title 1 school in Omaha Public Schools starting in the fall.
This church has some of the most amazing, kind, unique people and so much love for all!
It has been a true honor to be allowed to work at GMUMC for the last 10+ years ! I have truly loved all of you and appreciate all
the amazing ways GMUMC has passed along Jesus’s love.
If you would like to stay in touch, I would love to keep contact: kelli_schnase@icloud.com
Thank you so much and all you do!

Kelli Schnase
Children’s Director
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OUR SERVICE, CONCERNS,
& CELEBRATIONS

Rachel Bernard
Vincent Allen
Gloria Dockter
Zachary Thomas
Alexander Walcott
Mary Williams
Mary Beth Taylor
Charles Haase
Ruth Alminas
Anna Stenman
Stan Greenlee
Tegan Moore
Jane Moore
Teresa Benedett-Farmer
Jean Arnold
Maddocks Turner
Janet Riedesel
Kelsey Asplin
Lucas Horne
Joel Chapa
Carl Worster
Chelsea Young
Mary Bloomstran-Thomas
Rigby Johnson
Larry Edwards

05/01
05/01
05/02
05/02
05/04
05/05
05/06
05/07
05/07
05/13
05/14
05/14
05/17
05/17
05/21
05/21
05/23
05/23
05/23
05/24
05/25
05/25
05/26
05/26
05/27

Congratulations
to
Dolores Bammerlin on the birth of her
first great-grandchild, a boy,
Kash Michael
Born on Monday, March 14th

Audrey Powers
JD Osborn
Joshua Thurman

Harry & Deb Thomas
Tena & Robert Harris
Ben & Cassie Turner
Steve & Katie Bernard
Brian & Ann Snow
Eric & Kim Morrison
Sandra & Othon Sanchez
Stan & Lucille Greenlee

05/29
05/31
05/31

05/01
05/05
05/17
05/22
05/25
05/26
05/28
05/31

Congratulations to Ardon and Meg Leak
On the Celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary
March 25, 2022
Please keep Hamu Chigwada, her mother Penelope Chigwada, her
daughter Penelope Mukarakate & little son Maxwell, and Brenda
Bronson in your prayers as they travel to Orlando, Florida to
attend United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist
Women’s) Assembly May 19-22.
We were asked to bring a specific offering of seeds for their local
community gardens -amaranth, kale, collards, and Malabar
spinach. So, we are collecting - and welcome you to help us
collect - amaranth, kale, collards, and Malabar spinach. To
donate, please leave seeds in UMW’s mail slot in the church coat
closet by May 15th.
Sharing seeds is such a lovely idea! Easy to pack! And each seed is
a new beginning, as these lyrics to our beloved Hymn of Promise
suggest:
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
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Our Care Corner
Keeping Our Promises
By Upholding the Church

with…
Our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service.

For those who have experienced loss:
The Family of:
Charlie Oleson
Kyle Young’s girlfriend, Nancy Elwood’s cousin

Church Members:
Ann Topliff
Patrick Sullivan
Shirley Allison

Georgia Lewis
Darline Bowland
Vivian Tanner
Patti Hildenbrandt
Charlotte Worster
Charles Vestal
Charlotte Knox

Family of Church Members:
Ariel Boyea, Donna Boyea’s daughter

Friends of Church Members:
Denise Sadler, friend of Deanna Hanna
Pastor Jean Schwien
Megan, friend of Lorna Chapa
Scott, Andy Thomas’ co-worker

Remember these people in your prayers.
Let us continue to pray for:
Nicholas Billman, friend of Vestals

Virginia Sorenson, sister-in-law of Frank & Roxanne Penn
Cherie Williams, friend of Jean
Jerry Seiner, friends of Vestals
Susan, daughter of Anna Myers
Cody Wirth, friend of Brenda Christy
Caroline Clovesko, Kristen Allen’s mother
Kinsasha & Kahlia Zamora, great-granddaughters of
Edith Gammon
Bernice Arsenault, mother-in-law of Francis Arsenault
Patrick Wendy, relative of Marcia Johnston-Walden
Rev. Bob Titus
Ashlie Torbic, young friend of Thayne & Sherry Coulter
Linda, Vicky Hamilton’s sister
Laura Inzano, friend of Marsha Moore
Jeanne Faulkner, friend of Marsha Moore
Taylor Merrill, Charles & Madelene Vestal’s grandson
Evan & Danielle, Marsha Carey’s son & daughter-in-law
Joni Wick, friend of Rich & Jean Arnold
MJ Paulsen

Prayers for those serving in the military and their
families, especially:
Doug Huenneke
Gloria Sher
Timothy Skinner
ATTENDANCE

If you have family members who are
currently in military service or the
Peace Corps and wish to have their
name listed in this section, please notify
Meg in the church office.

DATE

8:00am

10:30am

03/27
04/03
04/10
04/17

12
03
10
06

78
80
100
150
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MAY 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8:00 a.m.
Worship
9:00 a.m. Sunday
School
10:30 a.m. Sunday
Worship
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group

7:30 p.m. AA

10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

5:30 p.m. Bellissimo
Bells
6:30 p.m. Carillon
Bells
7:30 p.m. Chancel
Choir

8:30 a.m. UMWF
Breakfast @ IHOP
9:30 a.m. Quilts for
Kids

10:00 a.m. Charlie
Oleson Memorial
Service

Flower Sale
Pick-up
9:00 a.m. – Noon

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Mother’s Day

7:00 p.m.
Committee
Meetings
Outreach
Committee Meeting
via Zoom
7:30 p.m. AA

10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

5:30 p.m. Bellissimo
Bells
6:30 p.m. Carillon
Bells
7:30 p.m. Chancel
Choir

9:30 a.m. Quilts for
Kids

16

17

18

19

20

21

7:00 p.m. Church
Council
7:30 p.m. AA

10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

10:00 a.m. Shared
Journey

9:30 a.m. Quilts for
Kids

25

27

28

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Sunday
School
10:30 a.m. Sunday
Worship
No Youth Group

15

Music
Sunday
8:00 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Sunday
School
10:30 a.m.
Worship
6:00-7:30 p.m.
Youth Group

22

23

24

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Sunday
School (Last Day of
regular SS)
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00-7:30 p.m.
End of Year Bash for
Youth Group

7:30 p.m. AA

10:00 a.m. Bible
Study

30

31

29
8:00 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Sunday
School
10:30 a.m. Worship

Memorial Day
Office Closed

26
9:30 a.m. Quilts for
Kids

9:30-11:00 a.m.
Youth Group MS
Walk at City Park

